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Townshend, and Lea; but Richmond, Keppel, and Conway
remained, Only a few years before the King had talked of
retreating to Hanover, and now his enemies who had stormed
the Cabinet with drums beating and flags flying, and had
seemed so near to victory were themselves broken and dis-
persed in precipitate confusion. A further disruption was to
follow. The section of the Rockingham party which followed
Fox into opposition was divided once again on the coalition
between Fox and North, and the elements of the strong
combination against the King's influence which had been so
powerful and formidable in 1780 had dissipated their strength
in two great party crises within two years. The King, it is
true, was obliged to accept a Government in which Fox was
paramount in 1782, but he got rid of it by means of a char-
acteristic act of perfidy, and he upheld Pitt who took office
when the Coalition Ministry was dismissed, in an unconstitu-
tional defiance of the House of Commons. Fox's prediction
in 1782 that the King was relying with reason on Pitt to
revive his old system came true. Pitt acted in 1783 and
1784 as the King's instrument, and extricated him from the
danger of another submission to a strong and distasteful
Ministry. The difference between the situation in 1780 and
1783 was that the King in withstanding the principles for
which the Rockingham party contended had against him in
1780 all the strength of popular suspicion and indignation,
whilst in 1783 those forces were on his side. The skill of the
King, and the mistakes of his opponents had transferred the
allegiance of public opinion from the Whigs to the Court.
The Crown after a succession of bewildering surprises and
public misfortunes had emerged from its strenuous contest
with something of the prestige of the character Bolingbroke
had assigned to it, and which the King had done nothing to
earn. Its opponents, after striking one important blow,
emerged with their reputations dimmed and their strength
wasted in a poisonous climate of suspicion.
The part Fox played in these momentous changes has
been very severely condemned.   His motive throughout seems